THIS WEEK AT FPC
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
                    Transfiguration of the Lord
Sunday, February 19, 2012

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. Worship Service  

Scripture Lessons:	II Kings 2:1-12
			Mark 9:2-9	
					
Sermon Title:                                             “Surrounded By Glory”                  The Rev. William P. Proctor		                    							  		
On Sunday the congregation will sing the following hymns: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies,” “O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair,”  and “Blessing and Honor.”

The special music will be provided by the Chancel Choir.  They will sing “Good To Me” and “Once Again.”  



HYMN STORIES

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”

This hymn was written by Charles Wesley, the brother of John Wesley and the author of so many hymns, including “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today,” “Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” and more than six thousand others.  
 
This hymn celebrates Christ’s glory – glory being a Biblical word usually associated with the splendor of God’s presence or the splendor of God’s creation.  
 
Jesus Christ shared God's glory – God’s magnificent presence.  His glory was revealed on the Mount of Transfiguration to three of his disciples, Peter, James, and John.  Seeing that glory astonished them – terrified them.  My guess is that, if God were to reveal himself to us in all his glory, we might be a bit overwhelmed too.  But the disciples didn’t have any reason to be afraid.  Jesus didn’t come to hurt them, but to help them.
 
In this hymn, Wesley sees Christ’s glory filling the skies like the sun – triumphing over the shades of night.  I like that vision of Christ’s glory, because it helps me to see Christ in every sunrise.  Christ’s glory floods the world with light and dispels the darkness, just like the sun.  The son, S-O-N, is like the sun, S-U-N, bringing light, and warmth, and life to our world.



“O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair”

Our second hymn for Transfiguration Sunday comes to us from the nearly 600-year-old tune, Agincourt, which is an English folk tune written in the early 15th century. It recounts the 1415 Battle of Agincourt, in which the English army defeated the French.

It was English clergyman, John Mason Neale, who introduced the tune and words to the church. Born in London, his father was also a pastor. Neale was educated at Sherborne School, Dorset, and Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Though a pastor and faithful servant of Christ, Neale is best known today as a hymn writer and translator, having enriched English hymnody with many ancient and mediaeval hymns translated from Latin and Greek. His translations include several hymns well-known to Presbyterians such as “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” as well as the beautiful Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” and two well-loved Christmas hymns “Good King Wenceslas” and “Good Christian Men, Rejoice.”

Neale died in 1694 on the Festival of the Transfiguration, and so it is fitting that we sing his Transfiguration hymn this Sunday.

“Blessing and Honor”

Our third hymn for Sunday was written by Scottish Presbyterian minister and hymn writer, Horatius Bonar. He has been called “the prince of Scottish hymn writers.” After graduating from the University of Edinburgh, he was ordained in 1838, and became pastor of the North Parish, Kelso. He remained there for 28 years, after which he moved to the Chalmers Memorial Church in Edinburgh, where he served the rest of his life. Bonar wrote more than 600 hymns.

This hymn is rightfully sung on Transfiguration Sunday because it speaks to the reality of Christ as King – the one who comes in blessing and honor, glory and power. Jesus, in appearing with Moses and Elijah on the Mount of the Transfiguration, is understood to be greater than even the greatest heroes of the Jewish faith. Moses, the great law-giver, and Elijah, the prophet whose return was to mark the coming of the Messiah, appear with Jesus to mark his great authority and rule.


 THIS WEEK AT FPC:

SUNDAY, February 19:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.; Youth Fellowship;5:00 p.m., YC  Family Faith Class, 5:15 p.m., Bates’ home
 
MONDAY, February 20: Church Office Closed; No Angel Academy

TUESDAY, February 21: Church Staff Meeting, 8:45 a.m., CR; WOW, 12:00 p.m., Rm. 107; Session Meeting; 5:15 p.m., Rm. 210 

WEDNESDAY, February 22:  Ash Wednesday:  Men’s Bible Study, 6:45 a.m., Rm.210; Angel Academy,9:00 a.m.; Youth Lunch, 12:35 p.m., YC; Handbells, 5:00 p.m.; Catered Dinner, 5:30 p.m., WFH; No Mid-Week Study; Chancel Choir, 6:15 p.m.; No Sr. High Youth Bible Study; Ash Wednesday Service with Communion, 7:00 p.m., in the Commons

FRIDAY, February 24: Confirmation Class Retreat, 6:00 p.m., Stephens’ Ranch

SATURDAY, February 25:  Confirmation Class Returns, 4:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, February 26: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship Service with Communion, 10:30 a.m.; Youth Fellowship, 5:00 p.m., YC;  Family Faith Class, 5:15 p.m., Bates’ home



We are always in need of volunteers to serve as usher/greeters for the worship service.  If you would like to serve in this way please contact Donna, 655-5694 or choffice@gte.net.  
Thank you to all of you who have volunteered in the past several weeks!



7:00 p.m., February 22, in the Commons



















MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
in Rm. 210
 (The Class will meet Feb. 15, 29, and March 7.)

“The King and I”
Learning about our Life of Faith from the Life of King David.

The class will not meet this Wednesday because of the Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Please make plans to join us again on Wednesday, February 29 
the topic will be

“Keeping the Faith When Life Takes
You From the Top to the Bottom”

This study is led by Rev. Bill Proctor.












Because of your generous giving the youth fellowship raised $1,023.60 during the Super Bowl of Caring.  The money was given to the Food Bank.  
They also raised $984.00 during the Valentine Luncheon.  This money is going to be used for their Compassion International sponsored children in Africa, Simbi and Agness.  
Thank you again for your support of our youth program.






WEDNESDAY 
Sr. High Bible Study
7:00 p.m., 
in the Youth Center

SUNDAY
Middle School & Sr. High Youth Fellowship 
5:00 p.m., in the Youth Center.



MoRanch FPC Family Retreat
June 22-24

You’ve been reading about our upcoming all-church retreat to Mo-Ranch over these past several months!  Now it’s time to make a commitment if you want to attend! It is a wonderful opportunity to relax, enjoy fellowship with your church family, and grow spiritually all in the scenic Texas Hill Country this June 22-24.  This retreat is for families and it’s for individuals. It’s for someone who is 9 or 99.  There are no limits.  Activities will be provided for one and all!  If you and/or your family would like to attend, a deposit of $50 is required by Friday, February 21, 2012.  This will hold your spot!  Please call the church office for more information, 655-5694.







FPC is at the Wesley Daily Bread Soup Kitchen the 4th Monday of every month.  If you would like to join this fun and enthusiastic ministry team, give Susan Gober a call at church, 655-5694.





 (
Lamar 
Teachers Appreciation
2011-2012
FPC
)







FPC will continue with its ministry to Lamar Elementary school during the 2011-2012 school year.  Volunteers are needed to contribute goodie items to the cause!  Johnna Page is coordinating the Lamar teacher appreciation ministry, so if you have questions, or would like to contribute to the effort, you can reach her at 325-669-1149 or johnnapage@yahoo.com.



TUTORS NEEDED:
Currently, we are in need of tutors to help the children at Lamar.  One activity where help is needed is the simple, yet very important task of reading to the children.  It seems unfathomable that some children are never read to in their home.  However, that is the stark reality for some of our city’s children. Prayerfully consider your involvement in this ministry.   A moment of your time is an investment in a child’s future. Call Janet Phillips for more information, 949-4350.
 





WOW (WOMEN OF THE WORD):  
The WOW group meets on Tuesdays, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. in Rm. 107.  
The group is using the book study “The Good and Beautiful Life,” by James Bryan Smith.

THE WOMEN’S IN DEPTH BIBLE STUDY 
The study meets on designated Thursday’s, in Rm. 107,   10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
They will meet on February 16; March 1, 15, 29; April 5, 19; May 3, 17, 31.
Their study is on Heaven, loosely based on the book “Heaven” by Roy Alcorn.  
It will be a multimedia presentation led by Dr. Sharon Kulig.  
For more information call the church office, 655-5694.



The Community-Wide Men’s Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings at 6:45 a.m., in Rm. 210.  





Lenten Study

The Awakening Sunday school class will begin a Lenten Study on Sunday, February 26.  The study by Ray Vanderlaan is entitled Path to the Cross.  Discover how the passionate faith of God’s people prepares the way for Jesus and his ultimate act of obedience and sacrifice at the cross. Then, be challenged in your own life to live as they did---by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Five sessions include: 1. The Way of the Essenes; 2. The Way of John the Baptist;  3. Into the Desert to be Tested; 4. The Last Passover; 5. The Fifth Cup--Our Way of Hope. The Awakening class meets in Room 210 and is facilitated by Bill Morehead.





VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL plans are already underway for Summer 2012.  This year’s theme is Sky Everything is Possible with God, from Group Publishing.  Once again we are teaming up with Bible Way Ministries!  VBS 2012 will kick off on Sunday, June 3 with a family-fun evening at the Lake Lodge.  Monday, June 4 through Thursday, June 7 we will gather at the main church campus from 9:00 a.m. till noon.  Volunteers are needed to lead or assist the following stations:   Sky-Dive Diner (snacks), Sky High Movie & Missions (Chadder’s Theatre for elementary and pre-school & the mission component of VBS), Imagination Station, All-Star Games (for elementary & pre-school), Fly Away Finale and Spotlight VBS.  Also, leaders are needed for pre-school crafts, and pre-school Bible Adventures.  Youth (entering 6th graders through entering 12th graders) are needed to be Crew Leaders too!  Call Susan Gober at the church office for more information, 655-5694.
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