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He is risen! Alleluia! 

As we enter into the month of May, this is still the churchôs cry of praise. We celebrated 
the Resurrection together on Easter Day last month. But the church does not just celebrate 
Easter Dayðwe celebrate an Easter season that lasts until Pentecost, the 50th day after Easter. 
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the defining reality of our lives as Christians. These 50 days 
are set aside as a special time to remember this reality, celebrate our hope for salvation and 
eternal life, and glorify the victory of Jesus over death. His Cross atones for our sins and      
reconciles us to God. His Resurrection raises us to new life and affirms the truth of all that he 
said and did. 

One of the days that we celebrate during the Easter season is Ascension Day, which always 
falls on a Thursday forty days after Easter (May 18 this year). On this day, we celebrate Jesusô 
ascension to heaven, to the right hand of the Father, which is recounted in Luke 24:50-53 and 
Acts 1:6-11. For most of us, however, this day passes unnoticed. Yet this too is a day of great 
importance for the church. Why? Here are three reasons. 

1. Jesus didnôt vanishðhe ascended into heaven. The Incarnation did not end. Jesus is not an 
abstraction or an imaginary friend. He really exists somewhere, in the flesh. 

2. Just as Jesus the Man has ascended in glory into the very presence of God, we know that we 
too who are united with him will do the same on the last day. In Jesus, the broken              
relationship between humanity and God is restored. In Jesus, humanity is once again in 
communion with the Father. Just as Jesus experiences that communion now, we too shall 
experience it in his coming Kingdom. 

3. ñThis Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.ò (Acts 1:11 ESV) Jesus will return in the flesh and we will see his face 
with our own eyes when he comes in glory to judge the living and the dead. 

And so the Ascension is a promise that we lay hold of through faith. It is a promise that 
Christ continues to share our human nature, a promise that we will be united with him and one 
another in the presence of God, and a promise that he will return in the same manner he left. 
Because salvation is nothing other than union with Jesus, the Ascension shows us our           
destination and destiny: a life of glory in communion with our God. 

So this month, donôt let the Ascension Day pass you by. Reflect on what it means that you 
too, if you are in Christ, will enter into the glory of the Father in the unity of the Spiritðand 
celebrate that hope with your family in Christ. 

 

He is risen! Alleluia! 
David Welch 
Director of Intergenerational Ministries 
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(Lectionary texts are pre-selected selections of scriptural readings  
from the Bible that are used for worship and study. They are paths  
of understanding for both pastors and Congregations. When  

we are guided by the use of a lectionary our faith is well-nourished,  
and we grow in our faith and understanding of God and  
His work in and through the Scriptures as well as our lives.)  

This yearôs Bible recipients are: 
Abigail Bullock, Samuel Camarillo, Carson Craddock, Carmen Giesecke, Daniel Guerra,     
Houston Holt, Lana Johansen, Sidney Nagel, Alexia Parsons-Ramirez, Jonathan Pascoe,        

Nikko Smith, Cori Sturm, Nolan Taylor, Charli Uherik 
 

If you have a 3rd or 4th grade student who is not on this list and/or has not  
received a Bible, please let us know so we can make sure they get one! 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/7/#rcl-first-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/7/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/7/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/7/#rcl-gospel
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/14/#rcl-first-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/14/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/14/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/5/14/#rcl-gospel


 

 

 

Sunday Morning Youth Connect Group  
Donuts, Bible Study, and Games 

 

We meet in the Commons after the 9 O'clock worship  
service and walk over to the youth building together.  
Please be sure to watch your remind app for  

updates and upcoming plans. 
Contact Morgan Moore with questions or for more  

information morganhealeymoore@ gmail.com 
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 é itôs illegal to feed 
pigeons on sidewalks 
and streets in  
San Francisco? 

 

é astronaut Harrison 
Schmitt had an  
allergic reaction to 
moon dust? 

 

é in New Delhi, there 
is a museum of  
Toilets? ñSulabh  
International  

Museum of Toiletsò 
 

é 3 U.S. Presidents 
have won Grammys: 
Jimmy Carter,  
Bill Clinton  

and Barak Obama? 
 

é Winston Churchill 
was hit by a car and 
nearly killed during a 
New York visit? 

 

 é it would cost $18.3 
million to make a  
replica of the  
Darth Vader suit? 

 

é Daniel Radcliffe; 
aka; Harry Potter went 
through 70 wands and 
160 pairs of glasses 
during the making of 
the Harry Potter films? 

 

é the filling in a Kit 
Kat candy bar is made 
from damaged  
Kit Kats? 


